
2023 UC Davis Chancellor's Innovation Awards

Nomination Period for the Innovator of the Year Award
Open Through March 15, 2023

Nominate Now

The UC Davis Chancellor’s Innovation Awards are designed to recognize
faculty, community partners, and industry leaders for their success in
developing new technologies, social platforms or other innovations based on
university research or academic endeavors. These innovators play an
essential role in translating university research to improve the lives of others
and address the needs of our global society.

The Innovator of the Year award recognizes individual UC Davis faculty or
staff members, or teams (that may include UC Davis faculty, students, and
staff) whose inventive, innovative, or entrepreneurial activities have had a
measurable societal impact in the last year, or those whose activities or
achievements in the last year have a very strong potential to make a significant
impact in the future. This award is open to all academic disciplines, including
social sciences, humanities, law, business, life sciences, physical sciences,
medicine, computational sciences, and other areas of research and academic
study. Up to two awards will be presented and recipients will receive a cash
award of up to $10,000, which can be applied to further their research or
innovative activities.

Anyone at UC Davis can nominate an individual or team for the Innovator of
the Year award by completing and submitting the nomination form b y March
15, 2023. Please note that self-nominations will not be accepted for these
awards.

https://ucdavis.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0xKqrb2h8XQ6dV4
https://ucdavis.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0xKqrb2h8XQ6dV4
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129978511803/5173dbff-5ae5-489f-9d13-e2abb9352a2a
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=February+Newsletter+2023%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129978511803/5173dbff-5ae5-489f-9d13-e2abb9352a2a
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129978511803/5173dbff-5ae5-489f-9d13-e2abb9352a2a


Read More

New Smart Technology by UC Davis Professor May Help in
Early Detection of Insects in Food and Ag Products

Post-harvest losses are
common in the global food and
agricultural industry. Research
shows that storage grain pests
can cause serious post-harvest
losses, almost 9% in developed
countries to 20% or more in
developing countries. To
address this problem, Zhongli
Pan, an adjunct professor in the
Department of Biological and
Agricultural Engineering, has developed a potential solution.

Pan’s recent project uses a novel device called SmartProbe - designed by Pan
and his team using wireless sensors and cameras - and leverages cloud
computing to monitor and predict insect occurrences. This could help control
insect pest, reduce food loss and the fumigants used in agricultural products
today.

In 2022, Pan received support to advance the technology towards
commercialization from the UC Davis Venture Catalyst Science Translation
and Innovative Research (STAIR) Grant program. The grant laid the foundation
for Pan to form the startup AIVision Food Inc. during the 2021-22 fiscal year.

Read More

Now Accepting Applications for the 2022-2023
​UC Davis STAIR™ Grant Program

Venture Catalyst is now accepting applications for the Science Translation and
Innovative Research (STAIR) Grant program, which provides funding and
resources to translate basic UC Davis research with commercial potential by
demonstrating proof-of-concept and establishing market viability.

Key features of the STAIR Grant include: 1) Targeted funding to bridge the gap
between basic research and early-stage commercialization efforts, 2) Project
work conducted over a 12-month period, 3) Review Committee consisting of
industry representatives with corporate, investor, and entrepreneurial
expertise, 4) Feedback and guidance on commercialization from members of
the Review Committee and the Venture Catalyst team, and 5) Structured
entrepreneurial training.

https://research.ucdavis.edu/2023-uc-davis-chancellors-innovation-awards/
https://itc.ucdavis.edu/stair-grant-program/
https://www.aivisionfood.com/
https://research.ucdavis.edu/new-smart-technology-developed-by-uc-davis-professor-may-help-in-early-detection-of-insects-in-food-and-agricultural-products/
https://itc.ucdavis.edu/stair-grant-program/


The deadline for applications is Thursday, March 16, 2023
at 11:59 pm PDT

For more information and application instructions, visit the Venture Catalyst
proof-of-concept programs website or email stairgrant@ucdavis.edu.

Apply Now

CropX Acquires Precision Irrigation Startup, Tule

UC Davis-associated startup, Tule
Technologies, was recently acquired by
New Zealand based Ag analytics
company, CropX. Founded in 2014, Tule
(pronounced “too-lee”) combines
agronomic expertise with cutting-edge
artificial intelligence to provide growers
with irrigation decision support.

The deal will provide CropX with
additional crop data and will strengthen its own system’s predictions and
recommendations engine.

Read More

Davis-Founded Infant Nutrition Startup, Infinant Health,
Names Former Cargill Director Mike Johnson New CEO

UC Davis spinout, Infinant Health
(formerly known as Evolve
BioSystems Inc.), announced earlier
this month that it named Mike
Johnson its new CEO.

"Joining such an innovative,
mission-oriented biotechnology
company as Chief Executive Officer
is beyond exciting, and I cannot wait
to work alongside Infinant Health's

top-notch team to carry out our strategic vision for the future," Johnson said, in
a statement. "I look forward to leading Infinant Health in its quest to harness
the full power of the microbiome to influence human health."

Johnson has been on the startup’s board of directors for nearly two years.
Before that, he was the global managing director at Cargill Animal Health
Technologies, where he led a team of 500 developing new technology in
animal nutrition.

https://itc.ucdavis.edu/stair-grant-program/
mailto:stairgrant@ucdavis.edu
https://ucdavis.infoready4.com/#competitionDetail/1893264
https://tule.ag/
https://cropx.com/
https://agfundernews.com/cropx-makes-its-fourth-acquisition-with-precision-irrigation-startup-tule
https://www.infinanthealth.com/
https://bizjournals.com/sacramento/search/results?q=Mike+Johnson
https://www.cargill.com/animal-nutrition


Read More

UC Davis Big Bang! Business Competition
Registration Deadline is March 1, 2023!

The Big Bang! Business Competition, put on by the Mike and Renee Child
Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, helps you to grow as an
entrepreneur and as a leader. You'll find opportunities to connect with fellow
innovators, learn and apply business concepts in interactive educational
workshops, build your team, grow your network - and compete for cash prizes!
The competition runs from March through May, and is designed for aspiring
and early-stage entrepreneurs. Eligible teams must have at least one founder
affiliated with a California-based institution of higher education. Register today!

Register Now

Join the NorCal Entrepreneur Hub!

From capital to connections and training to talent, find the resources you need
to build your business in NorCal! The NorCal Entrepreneur Hub centralizes
information about the local ecosystem with the mission of making information
and resources more equitable to help build and sustain a vibrant and inclusive
entrepreneurial community. The Hub enables innovators, startup founders, and
small business owners to find and connect with the right resources for their
business, including investors, universities, mentoring programs, networking
groups, training programs, and more. Create a free profile and explore today!

Join the NorCal Entrepreneur Hub

Funding Opportunities

Berkeley SkyDeck Accelerator
Give your startup a boost by joining one of the leading global accelerators! Between 20 and 25 selected
cohort teams receive a $200K investment from Berkeley SkyDeck Fund! Applications from companies in
all industries welcome as long as you have UC affiliation. Deadline: Feb. 17, 2023

CalSEED's Concept Award
CalSEED supports early-stage entrepreneurs in delivering projects that respond to clean energy,
efficiency, or storage needs while considering equity of access and benefit. Apply now to win awards
between $150K-$450K! Deadline: Mar. 5, 2023

https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/inno/stories/news/2023/02/01/infinant-health-mike-johnson-new-ceo.html
https://innovate.ucdavis.edu/
https://ucdavis.startuptree.co/event/s/WbjFi7GeMmQtWPRZEkrru3/Big-Bang%2521-Business-Competition---Round-1
https://norcalentrepreneurhub.com/
https://skydeck.berkeley.edu/apply/
https://calseed.fund/how-to-apply/


NSF Partnerships for Innovation
The U.S. National Science Foundation's Partnerships for Innovation (PFI) program assists researchers
and innovators from academia, nonprofit, and public organizations in accelerating the development of
breakthrough technologies. Researchers can now receive up to $1 million for translational research,
technology scale-up, and demonstration. The first proposal deadline is May 2, 2023.

O'Shaughnessy Fellowship
The O'Shaughnessy Fellowship is a one year program that provides $100K, equity-free, for innovative
creators to work on whatever they choose. Applications are selected throughout the year on a rolling
basis, so apply now! Currently accepting applications.

UC Davis Office of Research - Links to Funding Sources
Browse the listings of funding announcements provided by sponsoring agencies and other pertinent
information about obtaining critical research funding. View the complete list here.

​Tech Coast Angels
If your company has a strong team with a great defensible idea, has early traction and is set to grow,
TCA is ready to invest up to several million dollars through our funds, individually or with our syndicate
partners. TCA looks at investments in the United States and Canada. Currently accepting applications

Pioneering Ideas: Exploring the Future to Build a Culture of Health
We are interested in ideas that address any of these four areas of focus: Future of Evidence; Future of
Social Interaction; Future of Food; Future of Work. Additionally, we welcome ideas that might fall outside
of these four focus areas, but which offer unique approaches to advancing health equity and our progress
toward a Culture of Health. Currently accepting applications

Evidence for Action: Innovative Research to Advance Racial Equity
Evidence for Action prioritizes research to evaluate specific interventions (e.g., policies, programs,
practices) that have the potential to counteract the harms of structural and systemic racism and improve
health, well-being, and equity outcomes. Currently accepting applications

IndieBio Accelerator
Multi-stage investment to support big ideas. #1 in early stage biotech! Currently accepting applications

Open SBIR/STTR Grant Topics
Federal Research/Research & Development with the potential for commercialization. Learn More

Educational Opportunities

UC Davis Student Startup Center: Startup Speaker Series
Come join the SSC as Sam King, founder of Bouncer, discusses how his company is a people first fraud
solution. Free admission/no registration required. Date: Feb. 17, 2023, 1:10 PM (PST), 1122 Bainer Hall
at UC Davis.

2023 Bizwomen Mentoring Monday
Meet Your Mentor! Make connections and gain valuable industry knowledge from local businesswomen at
Mentoring Monday. Register here. Date: Feb. 27, 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM (PST)

Ideas into Action: Show Me the Money! Projecting and Presenting Financials
What do potential investors want to see? Jim Kelly, assistant dean for finance and administration at the
UC Davis Graduate School of Management, will show you how to forecast and present your financials in

https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/pfi?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Jan23&utm_content=Link
https://www.osv.llc/oshaughnessy-fellowships?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Jan23&utm_content=Link
https://research.ucdavis.edu/proposals-grants-contracts/funding-opportunities/links-to-funding-sources/
https://www.techcoastangels.com/apply-for-funding/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2020/pioneering-ideas-2020-exploring-the-future-to-build-a-culture-of-health.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html
https://indiebio.co/
https://www.sbir.gov/sbirsearch/topic/current/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bainer+Hall/@38.537148,-121.7532318,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x8523b10e20268d40!8m2!3d38.5367618!4d-121.7531197
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/event/169266/2023/2023-mentoring-monday


a way that effectively demonstrates your understanding of the market and the value of your venture.
RSVP here. Date: Mar. 1, 2023, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (PST)

UC Davis Wine Executive Program: From Grape to Table
In its 23rd year, the UC Davis Wine Executive Program is uniquely designed to teach the fundamentals of
winemaking and management skills necessary to be profitable in today’s challenging and dynamic wine
industry. Sessions are tailored to help industry leaders grow their businesses by expanding on such
topics as building one’s financial acumen and expanding a company’s current marketing and branding
strategies. Sign up now. Dates: Mar. 26-30, 2023

Investigator Clinical Research Implementation Program
The Investigator Clinical Research Implementation Course is a step-by-step examination of the process
of logistical implementation of a clinical research protocol at an academic medical center. Must be a
resident physician, institutional/NIH scholar, or early career clinical faculty member developing their own
clinical trial or beginning their own research project. Apply now. Class dates: Mar. 30 - Jun. 15, 2023

Blackstone Summer 2023 LaunchPad Fellowship
The Blackstone Summer 2023 LaunchPad Fellowship offers eight weeks of workshops, networking and a
$5,000 prize to all Fellows who complete the program! This selective program will accept up to 50
founders, so hurry and apply now! Application Deadline: Apr. 2, 2023.

EQUIP Spring 2023
EQUIP - Entrepreneurship Quest: Undergraduate Internship Program - is open to students in all majors
and disciplines, from the humanities to the social sciences to STEM. Designed especially for
undergraduates, EQUIP provides training in innovation, leadership and design thinking, and prepares
students for successful internships in startups and other leading-edge companies.
Application Deadline: Apr. 7, 2023, 12:00 PM (PDT). Cohort dates: Apr. 13 - Jun. 1, 2023 (weekly)

Regional Events

Startup Happy Hour
Come hang out with fellow founders, entrepreneurs and others in our startup community for an evening of
fun at Flatstick Pub in Sacramento. RSVP here. Date: Feb. 28, 2023, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (PST)

2023 ADMAN Conference
Registration is open for this annual program put on by the Administrative Management Group, or
ADMAN, for UC Davis staff at all levels. This year’s conference will be in person with the theme “The
Power Within You!” Register now. Date: Mar. 21, 2023

Sacramento State Carlsen Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship Startup Challenge
The Startup Challenge is a weekend-long experiential learning event and program focused on providing
founders and early-stage teams with a dedicated space for experimenting and making traction. Register
now. Date: Mar. 31 - Apr. 2, 2023

1 Million Cups
Present your early stage company to your peers. Or just grab a coffee and listen.
Date: Every Wednesday

AgStart Office Hours
Expert mentors to help your business. Sign-up now. Date: Ongoing

https://ucdavis.startuptree.co/event/s/FW367bbvNfR6aXFv664okA/Ideas-into-Action%253A-Show-Me-the-Money
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/46981/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/bcec86f0d43a4657afa5ce20f78feb81
https://ucdavis.startuptree.co/event/s/gfwZNpdUKCSdq383Q8DxY8/Blackstone-Summer-LaunchPad-Fellowship
https://ucdavis.startuptree.co/event/s/2voSJVY2HyPghcc7ZtNMaa/EQUIP-Spring-2023
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-happy-hour-social-tickets-545310948727?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_cid=9e6896472a&mc_eid=e8cf970228
https://adman.ucdavis.edu/adman-annual-conference?utm_source=datelinehtml&utm_medium=datelinenewsletter&utm_campaign=dateline_20230207
https://form.typeform.com/to/eJe42UqX?mc_cid=9ca68b3d42&mc_eid=2ea9542863
http://www.1millioncups.com/sacramento
https://www.agstart.org/events.html


Sacramento State Carlsen Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship Events and Workshops
Learn More. Date: Ongoing

Small Business Development Center Workshops
Learn More. Date: Ongoing 

Silicon Valley USPTO Workshops
Check out the US Patent and Trademark Office's West Coast region events. Date: Ongoing

California Life Sciences Institute FAST Advisory Program
Get the coaching you need to perfect your business model. Apply now. Date: Ongoing

Bay Area NSF Innovation Corps Immersive Short Course
Join the weeklong immersive course for university researchers and early stage startup founders. Apply
now. Date: Ongoing

Industry Events

TechCrunch Webinar - Upskilling: How to Win the Battle for Data + AI Talent
Skilled AI talent is hard to find and wildly expensive - that won’t change anytime soon. The good news:
There’s an alternative way to secure the talent you need without hiring. Join AI strategist Doug Bryan as
he discusses the core challenges companies face when implementing AI and how to address them. 
Free registration. Date: Feb. 21, 2023, 10:00 AM (PST)

Techstars VC Guest Speaker and Mock Investor Interview
Join a fun and useful exercise to see how a live investor meeting goes down - be prepared for your next
investor call. Five to six founders will be called up one at a time to participate in the mock interview!
Register now to attend. Date: Feb. 21, 2023, 11:00 AM (PST)

Silicon Valley Cyber Security Summit
Leading industry SMEs & experts from the FBI, Panther, IBM Security, Cisco Secure, Dell Technologies
& more will discuss the latest threats & best practices to combat cybercrime. Evaluate the latest cutting-
edge technologies from 50+ solution providers to protect your business! Register now to attend. 
Date: Feb. 22, 2023

TechCrunch Live
A startup lives or dies by its board of directors. Join a discussion of the best ways for founders to work
with their board of directors including how to handle disagreements, prepare for fundraising events, and
how to hire (or fire) senior management. Free registration. Date: Feb. 22, 2023, 11:30 AM (PST)

Seed Central - The Essential Networking Event
Featured guest speaker Nitin Nitin, Professor of Food Science and Technology in the Biological and
Agricultural Engineering Department, will discuss biochemical approaches for pest and pathogen control
in agriculture and food. Register now to attend. Date: Mar. 9, 2023, 4:30 PM - 7:00 PM (PST)

X4 Summit
Practical knowledge. Inspirational experiences. Real-world innovation. Where the world's best brands
come together for an exclusive look at the programs, practices, and technologies helping them deliver
breakthrough results. Register now to attend. Dates: Mar. 7-9, 2023

Bio-Europe Spring

https://www.csus.edu/center/carlsen/
https://www.capitalregionsbdc.com/
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/uspto-locations/silicon-valley-ca/silicon-valley-uspto-events
https://www.califesciences.org/fast-program/
https://www.bayicorps.com/bay-area-i-corps-program
https://hopin.com/events/upskilling-how-to-win-the-battle-for-data-ai-talent-a624f6c4-8d25-44a9-9d18-fdf8b8b3c113?utm_source=TC email&utm_campaign=email&mkt_tok=MjcwLVdSWS03NjIAAAGJy9b9HeGIfeK0e5FBEeScqJnZm_i8rz9nJp7sAoj84C2mqHB9LGfKC3j6jz9esfNF07ZCRDm4wzFNQ5awCC0cCvKU7jvmV2d2rNwlqNp3GA
https://lu.ma/53hxjic7?utm_term=jan2023&utm_campaign=pitchseries&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=243996727&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9p5JCD0OqW-ngN2jL-21anhtqwp8Sf42PDyVtB98N8nHqjlrZMnoJ2PLPsxq3H858bzDuEvgj3pI4u2n31p2PoWvgDeQ&utm_content=243996727&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.engagez.net/node/1548524
https://hopin.com/events/build-a-board-of-directors-for-the-ages-with-tonkean-and-foundation-capital?utm_source=TC Email&utm_campaign=email&mkt_tok=MjcwLVdSWS03NjIAAAGJ5cXuxzPOwOuF4hDJ9XbyeOssm0CC7Yt52oDvlcWuXn6Nmv20ps1S-tly2bNGY1ZDVf0VT6zqvuvRK0Z5ydP0Gm5FUCw5iblw-eJW5FqR_w
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SeedCentral03092023
https://www.qualtrics.com/x4summit/


Present your company in-person and/or virtually to potential investors and partners at BIO-Europe Spring.
Register now to attend. Date: Mar. 20-22, 2023

Energy Innovation Summit
The Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy Summit is the preeminent event of the year for
professionals addressing America’s top energy challenges and supporting the latest energy technologies
as they build a path to the marketplace. Register here to attend. Date: Mar. 22-24, 2023

TechCrunch Early Stage 2023
At this one-day founder summit, you'll get actionable advice and takeaways from top experts, meet other
entrepreneurs taking similar journeys, share your own experiences and build the confidence to take the
next steps towards growing your business. Register now. Date: Apr. 20, 2023

TechCrunch Disrupt 2023
The original startup conference — stays fresh, relevant and focused on founders, investors, and the
future of tech year after year. Whether you’re a startup rookie learning the ropes, a seasoned investor
searching for the next big thing, or a founder hell-bent on changing the world - Disrupt delivers the tools,
knowledge, and connections to help you make it happen! Register now. Date: Sep. 19-21, 2023

About Venture Catalyst 
 
UC Davis Venture Catalyst supports the development of new UC Davis-associated ventures fueled by
university research and technology. Venture Catalyst offers several innovative programs that bridge the
gap between early-stage research and commercialization and provide entrepreneurs the resources,
support, and connections needed to successfully form and grow technology-based startups. With a focus
on accelerating technology-led economic development in the Davis-Sacramento region, Venture Catalyst
also works closely with partners in the regional innovation and economic development ecosystems. 
 
Contact Venture Catalyst 
For more information or for editorial comments, please email us. 
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